UUICIARY
&——0 7

Bl No. AB 322

Date

WAISAS ONLLVA
IAON THL
1nogv
MONJ OL @AINVM
SAVMTV NOA
ONTHIAYIAT

“I21R3Y} [eJ0[ INOA Y3IM UOHRIDOSSE LT
SISUM(Q 21183 JO UOHBOSSY [RUONIBN 33 pue
"JUJ ‘edMIWY JO UOHBIDOSSY 3INJDIJ UOTION
3y Aq noA 01 3y8noiq sI 2INYd201q SHY],

Z0916 VO ‘POOMAIIOH YHON
O%€ NS ‘pIeadnog WIYSIDNULT SO9F
SIUMQ 20eIY ] JO UONEDOSSY [eUONEN YL,

9916 VO ‘oupuy
PIeASMOg eIMUIA £0SST
uonensUTpy Suney
pue Gcﬁmogmmﬂo YL

23um aseafd urdisAs
Suner sy} moqe UONRPULIOJUL IDYHNJ Juem noL Ji

‘paruswardur Suraq st wdisAs Sunes

Y} moy 0} predar yim suonsanb Lue saey pue
193} S1AOUI © PUIE NoA JI mouy Ia8euetl 19)eay)
INOA 13] 9sLI[d "SMITA INOK UT PIISITIIUT T8 I\

‘sgunes

31} 0} UORIppe Ul UOLIRWLIOJUT 19UJed 0) skem

poo3 aIe spusly pue 13Seurll 1)L} INOA YHMm
Sunjeads 10 SIPOTHE 21NIL] PUE SMILASI FUIpeEdY
“puaiie 0} uIp[Iyp Iy} Huwrad AdY) 91039q a[qissod
se Wl & Inoge Yonul se ured] o) pasdin are syusied

{op suared ued ISP JeYM







What is the purpose

of the rating system?
The movie rating system is a voluntary system
sponsored by the Motion Picture Association of
America and the National Association of Theatre
Owners to provide parents with advance informa-
tion on films, enabling the parent to make judg-

ments on movies they want or don’t want their
children to see.

Do the ratings indicate

if a movie is good or bad?
No, the system is not designed to serve the func-
tion of “critic.” The ratings do not determine or
reflect whether a film is “good” or “bad.” The
system is not intended to approve, disapprove or
censor any film; it merely assigns a rating for guid-
ance--leaving the decision-making responsibilities
to the parents.

Who gives movies
their ratings?

Parents give the movies their ratings—-men and
women just like you. They are part of a specially
designed committee called the film rating board of
the Classification and Rating Administration. As a
group they view each film and, after a group dis-
cussion, vote on its rating, making an educated
estimate as to which rating most American parents
will consider the most appropriate.

The rating board uses the criteria you as a parent
use when deciding what is suitable viewing for
your child. Theme, language, violence, nudity, sex
and drug use are among those content areas con-
sidered in the decision-making process. Also
assessed is how each of these elements is employed
in the context of each individual film. The rating
board places no special emphasis on any of these
elements; all are considered and examined before a
rating is given.

ATy

%.# General Audiences-All ages admitted.
Signifies that the film rated contains nothing most par-
ents will consider offensive for even their youngest
children to see or hear. Nudity, sex scenes, and scenes
of drug use are absent; violence is minimal; snippets of
dialogue may go beyond polite conversation but do

- not go beyond common everyday expressions.
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rial may not be suitable for children. Signifies
that the film rated may contain some material parents
might not like to expose to their young children—
material that will clearly need to be examined or
inquired about before children are allowed to attend
the film. Explicit sex scenes and scenes of drug use are
absent; nudity, if present, is seen only briefly, horror
and violence do not exceed moderate levels.

B ok R

51 3 parents Strongly Cautioned-Some
material may be inappropriate for children
under 13. Signifies that the film rated may be inap-
propriate for pre-teens. Parents should be especially
careful about letting their younger children attend.
Rough or persistent violence is absent; sexually-orient-
ed nudity is generally absent; some scenes of drug use
may be seen; some use of one of the harsher sexually-
derived words may be heard.

f._,
i% Restricted-Under 17 requires accompanying
parent or adult guardian (age varies in some juris-
dictions). Signifies that the rating board has concluded
that the film rated may contain some adult material.
Parents are urged to learn more about the film before
taking their children to see it. An R may be assigned
due to, among other things, a film’s use of language,
theme, violence, sex or its portrayal of drug use.

ME - 1 7 No One 17 and Under Admitted.
Signifies that the rating board believes that most
American parents would feel that the film is patently
adult and that children age 17and under should not
be admitted to it. The film may contain explicit sex
scenes, an accumulation of sexually-oriented language,
and/or scenes of excessive violence. The NC-17 desig-
nation does not, however, signify that the rated film is
obscene or pornographic in terms of sex, language or
violence.

is the rating svstem a law?
No, the rating system is strictly voluntary and
carries no force of law.

Can a rating be changed?

Yes, the rules permit movie producers to re-edit
their films and re-submit them in hopes of
receiving another rating. Producers may also
appeal a rating decision to the Rating Appeals
Board, which is composed of men and women
from the industry organizations that sponsor the
rating system. A two-thirds secret ballot vote of
those present on the Appeals Board may overturn
a rating board decision.

Do ali movies
have to be rated?

No. Submitting a film is purely a voluntary
decision made by the filmmakers. However, the
overwhelming majority of the producers creating
entertaining, responsible films do in fact submit
their films for ratings. All five Classification and
Rating Administration rating symbols have been
trademarked and may not be self-applied.

Who enforces the ratings?

While the decision to enforce the rating system
is purely voluntary, the overwhelming majority
of theaters follow the Classification and Rating
Administration’s guidelines and diligently
enforce its provisions.
How do go

int 1o you get more
information shn

bt a rating?
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For additional information about the voluntary
movie rating system and ratings for new

releases, visit the Motion Picture Association of
America’s home page on the World Wide Web.
Our address is http://www.mpaa.org. Or, in select
cities, you may use the interactive phone guide,
MovieFone.
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